[image: F:\Home\City Logos\City Logos - 2021\Department - Division Logos\Mayor\MayorPrimaryLogoDark.png]	
City of Marshfield			Mayor’s Office
207 W. 6th Street			Phone; (715) 384-2919
Marshfield, WI 54449		   	Email: www.cityofmarshfieldwi.gov		                                         mayor@cityofmarshfieldwi.gov

			
	






PROCLAMATION WORLD VOICE DAY CELEBRATION
WHEREAS, the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery has observed and sponsored World Voice Day in the United States on April 16 of each year since 20021; and
WHEREAS, the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery encourages everyone to “assess their vocal health” and “take action to improve or maintain good voice habits” on World Voice Day2; and   
WHEREAS, the voice is an important means of communication and expression; and
WHEREAS, 1 in 5 Americans surveyed in 2023 reported having had a voice disorder in their lifetime3; and
WHEREAS, having a voice problem or disorder can carry physical and emotional consequences and social and economic ramifications4, 5, 6, 7; and
WHEREAS, the City of Marshfield is a regional hub for healthcare, and the therapies provided by voice specialists in Marshfield are effective in treating voice problems and disorders8, 9, 10; and
WHEREAS, there are efforts underway to schedule a voice-related episode in the Let’s Keep Talking information series for parents and caregivers sponsored by Marshfield Area Coalition for Youth, School District of Marshfield, and Everett Roehl Marshfield Public Library; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Marshfield added a “quality of life” category to its 2022-2024 Adopted Strategic Plan to encompass the city’s goals11, 12; and
WHEREAS, quality of life can be improved with voice-related education, awareness, good habits, and treatment.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Lois TeStrake, Mayor of the City of Marshfield, do hereby proclaim Thursday, April 16, 2026, in celebration of World Voice Day in Marshfield, Wisconsin. Furthermore, in the City of Marshfield, I urge all our residents to assess their vocal health using the Vocal Handicap Index and to learn to care for their voice. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and seal this April 9, 2026. 
Lois TeStrake, Mayor
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